
1 

 

 

 
As we continue striving for our own New Year’s reso-
lutions, Fleet 30 started off the New Year with some 
new boating ‘resolutions’ as well as traditional events 
to get us on track. 

 
We started off the New Year with another great turnout for the annual 
Christmas and Holidays Party on January 10th at Southall Landing Yacht 
Club.  Our appreciation goes to Jim and Laurie Dombey (Cool Change II) 
for hosting this event. 

 
Starting in January, we (re) introduced our “Educational Series” by holding 
seminars and classes – every Wednesday (Jan. through Feb.) - obtaining well 
needed information from well-informed professionals.  We have invited a 
host of guests to be our speakers including a few of our own members as 
well as others who offered sailing, medical, mechanical, 
technical and logistical information.  We truly appreci- Continued on page 2 
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 I  thank all of you for your vote of confidence. 
I’m very happy and proud to serve as your Vice-
Commodore and look forward to another great 
year of sailing with the best / probably the most 
active sailing club on Chesapeake Bay. 

 

Jim 

s/v Cool Change II 

2009 CLUB OFFICERS 

Commodore: Dawana Jennings, Inspira-
tion,424-0488, dawana.jennings@gmail.com  
 
Vice Commodore: Jim Dombey, Cool Change 
II, 424-1873, jfandlasailingd@juno.com 
 

Secretary-Treasurer: Renee May, Arrimar,  

848-5787, arrimar47@yahoo.com 
 

Cruising: Jennings Lyon, Veritas, 

 850-0604, jlyon14@cox.net 
 

Newsletter: John Szarek, Carpe Ventum,  

357-2740, jszarek@att.net 
 
Historian: Joanne and Mickey Smith, Bella 
Gianna, hmsjr@verizon.net 
 

Racing: Andy Shanks, Thrill Seeker,  

851-6231, fastsailor1@cox.net 
 

Webmaster:  Dick Partos,  

423-3268, rpartos@cox.net 
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ate their enthusiasm, their time and preparation, and more so the sharing of their knowledge of their trade 
with us.  I hope you will consider patronizing these gracious suppliers, vendors and professionals when it 
comes to your boating needs.  I hope you have the opportunity to participate in the last few classes of the 
series. 

 
Our first “cruise” of the year started off with a killing!!  A Murder Mystery , that is, held in Cape Charles 
at the grand opening of the “Four Deuces’ a 1920’s speakeasy club.  (a.k.a. The Old Cape Charles Hotel).  
All guests were dressed in style for this gambler and flapper era party.  Dinner was arranged at a nearby 
restaurant, accommodations were excellent (we booked the entire hotel!! Even the proprietor took part)… 
and fun was had by all….except the victims, of course!  Fleet members were ‘out of the box’ on this land-
lubber “adventure”.  Our appreciation to Kerry and Renee’ May (Arrimar) for being the ingenious cruise 
captains for this trip.  Whata’ beautiful trip to the peninsula and whatda’ night ! 

 
Our next cruise will be our annual “Sock Burning Cruise” on March 14-15.  More details follow in this 
newsletter.  Coming up in the Spring we’ll have the annual ‘informal’ cruise to Willoughby on April 4-5 
for the air show, the Blessing of the Fleet April 25-26 and the Mother’s Day trip on May 9-10th.  This 
year’s Mother’s Day cruise will be one to remember….MORE TO FOLLOW!! ! 
 
May also brings us an invitation to cruise to the ‘Big Apple’.  Jay Rickles/Robin Garelick aboard Quantum 
Leap along with a few other Fleet 30 boats will be headed to New York – May 15th!!  More exciting details 
in this newsletter. 

 
Jumping further ahead to the middle of summer, you will soon be seeing the details on this year’s Harbor-
fest which will be held July 3-4-5, 2009 – New Dates – New Docking Location !!  It will be held in con-
junction with the Great American Picnic and Fireworks AND the grand opening of the newly renovated 
Town Point Park.  We have about confirmed that the Harborfest Rendezvous fleet will be docked next to 
Waterside for this year’s event !!!  Keep your eyes peeled for registration information. 

 

Until our next cruise, trip, class or seminar – Rest up ! It’s going to be fun!! 

 

Dawana 
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With Renée May 

February Treasurer’s Report Fleet 30 

With a current total of 72 members we started the month with $3118.50. We deposited another $478.00 and 
expended $140.17 for education series expenses and the Murder Mystery weekend. This leaves a current bal-
ance of $3456.33. Thanks to all of you who have sent their dues. Remember, if you need to be reimbursed for 
a fleet function, save the original receipts and hopefully I will write you the check at the event you are hosting. 
Can’t wait for that warmer weather that teased us last week to decide to come and stay for awhile! 

Renée May, Treasurer 

 

The boats in Yellow are up to date with dues, please see Renée to change your color. 

4 Degrees 
Adagio 
Admiral's Choice 
Airborne 
Alize 
All the Way 
Arete 
Arrimar 
Bay Dreamer 
Bay Eagle 
Beach Magic 
Bella Gianna 
Bella Luna 
Beowulf 
Blew Yonder 
Brink on the Bay 
Calypso 
Caphira 
Cap'n Cook 
Carina 
Cat Nap 
Celebration II 
Chessie 
Cinderella II 
Cool Change II 
Cool Runnings 
Coriolis 
Cricket 
Deborah 
Decision 

Dessert First 
Disconnected 
Diva 
DorisAnn 
Dutchwind II 
E 
Escapade 
Fair Winds 
Flicka 
Freebird 
Frolic 
Gail Marie 
Genesis 
Genie 
Grey Quill 
Idyll Time 
Imp 
Indecent Pirate 
Inspiration 
Irish Fever 
Irish Mist 
Island Girl 
J&B 
Kim Rose III 
Knot  A Problem 
Koinonia 
Kokomo 
Lady of Dreams 
Laissez Faire 
Libertine 

Long Winded 
Magic 
Magic Moment 
Magical Dreamer 
Majjic II 
Marigot 
Mazi 
Melelu 
Merlin 
Mi Vida 
Mojito 
Moonshadow 
Morada 
Morning Star 
Mutual Fun 
Naubinway 
Nepenthe 
Nostromo 
On the Brink 
OPB 
OPB 
OPB 
Battaglia 
Outward Bound II 
Paupers Palace 

Peaceful Easy Feeling  
Pegasus 
Pier Pressure 
Pipe Dream 

Promises 
Quantum Leap 
Querencia 
Quicksilver 
Rest Stop 
Rhapsody in Blue 
Right Boat 
Royal Serf 
Salty Dogs 
Sandy Sea 
Sanity II 
Saulty 
Sea Dawg 
Snoodle Time 
Summer Breeze 
Sunny Daze 
Suwensa 
Tardis 
Third Star 
Thrill Seeker 
U-Never Know 
Venture 
Veritas 
Virginia Breeze 
Wild Wind 
Windblown 
Windjammin' 
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Now that it is February we are that much closer to the 2009 cruising season and Patty and I cannot wait.  We 
have a lot of activities planned this year and although it started off a little slow, Cape Charles sure made up 
for it.  The Cape Charles Hotel catered to all of our needs and the murder mystery was incredibly fun.  There 
was not an innocent person in the room. 

 
I believe Jim Perry misunderstood his January cruise captain instructions entitled “The Misadventures of Jim 
Perry”.  He said the thought it read the “Missed-Adventures of Jim Perry”.  You can read more about the de-
tails of that missed adventure in his article this month.  No matter what happened to Jim last month, I am sure 
he will make it up at some point this year. 

 
Cruise week will be here before you know it and if you are anything like us, you will be spending a lot of 
time rushing to finish fixing those last minute items on that long leftover winter “to do” list.  So, to make 
things easy and help you plan your cruise week itinerary, we are working on a more detailed outline of the 
proposed cruse week destinations.  This outline will include phone numbers of the various marinas on the 
rivers and tributaries where we will be floating this year, as well as places where we will be gathering as a 
club.  We are trying to get this information out for next month’s newsletter, so hang tight it will be coming 
out soon.  We understand it is important to plan early for not many marinas can handle the number of boats 
that follow Fleet 30, but most will try with enough advanced notice.  We still have a lot of contacts to make, 
but do not worry, it is not time to start panicking just yet! 

 

Important Note: 
It has come to the attention of Fleet 30 that Stew and Diana Kauffman of Casual Class will be departing on a 
3 year adventure around the world starting on May 18, 2009.  Stew and Diana are the founding members of 
Fleet 30 and we believe it would be only fitting to send them off in Fleet 30 style.  Therefore, we will be 
planning a special send off for Stew and Diana on May 9th in combination with our Mothers Day weekend 
cruise. 

 

Go Boating, Stay Safe, Have Fun and Be Flexible, 

Jennings and Patty Lyon 

Veritas 
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The Fun Was To Die For 

 

Twenty nine members of Fleet 30 descended upon the sleepy little town of Cape 
Charles to celebrate the 1920’s grand opening of Don and Meme Wannabe’s 
(Bob and Marilyn Oates) Four Deuces Club and the first official Fleet 30 cruise 
of the 2009 cruising year. By boat arrived Admiral’s Choice, Peaceful Easy Feel-
ing, and Arrimar. Arriving by auto transport and in costume were Veritas. Dessert 
First, Wind Jammin, Island Girl, idyll Time, Quantum Leap, Ma Vida, OPB 
(Battaglia/Daughtery), Thrill Seeker, Cool Change II, Salty Dogs, Inspiration, 
and Diva.  
Before the madness and mayhem were over Don ‘Big Jim’ Ravioli (Grady Cal-

houn), Capo ‘Toto’ Tequila (Ed McDonald), and the lovely Rebecca Ravioli (Robin Garelick) had met their 
demise. Detective Neville ‘The Nose’ Nutella (J L Lyons) worked through the night with the assistance of the 
grieving  widow (Kay Davis), the psychic (Dena  Lapinel), the alien abductee (Steve Lapinel),  the Black 
Widow (Debbie Charlton), the false doctor (Ron Charlton),  the psychologist (Laura Dombey), the gambler 
(Frank Tiffany), the bartender (Andy Shanks) and a host of other characters  to solve the crime  – sifting 
through mounds of evidence including a gang slaying, secret liaisons, ‘cooked books’, lies, politicians schemes 
and lies, loves lost and found, a house of ill repute, and money hungry egos.  

Special thanks to the newly restored Cape Charles Hotel for lovely accommodations and Kelly’s Gingernut 
Pub and the Cape Charles Coffee House for food and libations.  Patty Lyons and Renée May want to thank 
everyone for their enthusiastic participation, outstanding costumes, and ‘laughs and giggles’ to last a month.  
Cape Charles will never be the same again. 
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with Jim and Laurie Dombey 

 
We have thoroughly enjoyed our two years as Cruise 
Captains to Hampton Roads Fleet 30!  We extend a 
hearty thanks to everyone who participated as Cruise 
Captains and to everyone who attended one or more of 
the many events. 

 

Some highlights from this past year include: 
 The record attendance for Memorial Day in Mobjack 
Bay. There were at least 42 boats in the pictures at an-
chor in the East River and a record – breaking raft up 
of fleet members aboard Cool Change II and Desert 
First (Thanks again, Desert First! Thanks again 
Magic!): at least 68. 
Another momentous Harbor Fest with our fearless 
leaders Dawana and Michael Jennings (Inspiration) 
and Tim and Diane Leighton (Magic) making sure 
things ran smoothly.  This has been a tremendous an-
nual undertaking for the two boats and we sure are 
appreciative of their efforts. 
Our two Summer cruises:  The two week cruise led by 
Rest Stop and Sanity II up to Baltimore Harbor and 
our one week cruise up the Rappahannock River led 
by Cool Change II. We have been especially fortunate 
to have two years of cruises to Annapolis, MD in a 
row, with the first one being in 2007 led by Rest Stop 
and Island Girl and a second stop there in 2008. 
Each of our cruise week planning meetings brought 
new members who called the day of the meeting and 
made the cruises! In 2007 Henry and Mercedes 
(Carina) and in 2008 Randy and Belinda (Venture) 
The Blue Moon night cruise from Willoughby in July 
hosted by Quantum Leap, Arrimar, and Cool Change 
II gave us delightful sailing conditions and a great 
time. 
Our first Fleet 30 “So Called” Race led by Quantum 
Leap and Chessie.  We’ll see what it is so called this 
next year. 
The really fun Hampton City Dock Wine and Cheese 
Cruise led by Inspiration. 
The amount of involvement by the women in the fleet 
giving it their all and showing their seafaringness by 
sailing a boat for the day or with an all female crew 
for a race or two. 

The Hampton Holly Days Lighted Boat Parade has 
caught on well! Dave and Petra (Fair Winds)  hosted 
this event the past two years (actually several more 
before this became an official Fleet 30 event). 
We especially enjoyed the feeling of belonging and 
family that we experience whenever we are all to-
gether with Fleet 30. 
We thank everyone who helped in any way for any of 
the many Fleet 30 Cruises these past two years.  They 
were all record breaking in their own way! 
 
 

����������������������
 with Jim and Laurie Dombey 

 
Well here it is, the last time for the Dombey Cruising 
Corner article.  We had a large turn out for the Annual 
Fleet 30 Christmas Party on January 10th at Southall 
Marina!  What a phenomenal time was had by all.  We 
wish to thank the whole fleet for the great turn out, as 
this gang always seems to rise to the occasion when it 
comes to wishing everyone good cheer and partaking 
of it as well and creating it, too.  THANK YOU to all 
the 40 boats and OPB friends who shared in this event.  
A special thanks to Arrimar for helping out with the 
Clubhouse, Bella Gianna for helping us set up, and 
also, of course, to our favorite band of musicians, 
Black Pearl.   
 Once again the number of boats was almost too nu-
merous to mention, but here goes.  Those who at-
tended were:  yours truly Cool Change II, Bella 
Gianna, Thrillseeker, Coriolis, Genie, Long Winded, 
Airborne, Island Girl, Pauper’s Palace, Poquito, Snoo-
dle Time, Veritas, Admiral’s Choice, Inspiration, Ca-
rina, Moon Shadow, Rest Stop, Windblown, Esca-
pade, Salty, Dogs, Bay Eagle, Windjammin, Laissez 
Faire, J & B, E, MiVida, Venture, Magic, Magical 
Dreamer,  Querencia, Arrimar, Celebration II, 
Beowolf, Morada, Fair Winds, Diva, Orion, Magical 
Dreamer, Frolic, and OPB, Dick and Shirley Partos.  
We hope we have given credit to the complete list of 
boats who attended, but in case we missed a boat or 
someone,  we apologize and we were very glad to see 
you there!   
The food was ample, the décor stupendous, the gather-
ing momentous and the music intoxicating!  What 
more can we say or wish for?  We have truly enjoyed 
our time at the helm of Fleet 30 leading you away 
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across the Bay and hopefully not astray.  But it was 
always in that Fleet 30 mode of good clean fun.  It is 
this sterling list of members that have made our time 
as Cruise Captains such a fantabulous two years.  We 
hope you and yours had a wonderful holiday and are 
experiencing an equally wonderful New Year.   

 

See you out on the water! 

    Jim and Laurie 

    s/v Cool Change II 
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We are planning a cruise to the "Big Apple" this May. 
 Currently there are three boats (Quantum Leap, Arri-
mar, & Sanity II) going complete with 
"crewmembers" from Fleet 30.  If you are interested in 
making this trip we know there are many other Fleet 
30 folks ready to also be your "crew".  Some of the 
crewmembers will be flying home from New York 
with others flying up for the return trip so this is a 
great way to do this trip without having to be gone 
from home the entire time.   Departure from Norfolk 
will be May 15.  Some of the boats will come nonstop 
back to Norfolk and others by way of Cape May and 
the upper Chesapeake.  More details to come later. 
 Please feel free to contact me if you are interested in 
joining this great cruise. 
 
Jay Rickles 
s/v Quantum Leap 
jay719@cox.net 
757-620-3973 
 

���������!����"#���������
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Kim & Grady have been gracious enough to open Southall Landing to all of us fools.  Time to 
cast off the winter woollies and burn them to warm our spring. 

 
 
Southall Landings Yacht Club and Clubhouse 
Saturday -   March 14th thru Sunday - March 15th   
Festivities:  Saturday, March 14th,  6:00 p.m. 
 
Please bring an appetizer or dish to share, soda and bottled water will be provided. 
Beer & Wine will be available with a $1.00 donation. 
 
 
DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR SOCKS TO BURN!  
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Racing News 
 

A quick glance at the calendar shows that we all 
spring forward on March 8th and the Vernal Equinox 
is March 20th – spring is just around the corner in 
spite of what that groundhog declared.  Soon the 
boatyards will be buzzing with sanders and grinders 
as sailors prep those bottoms to a glassy smoothness 
and varnish that teak to bristol fashion.  If you love 
“messing about in boats” you have to love this time 
of year!  The last week or so Lin McCarthy has men-
tioned in her Southern Bay Racing News You Can 
Use newsletter that an increase in the price of bot-
tom paint is expected soon, or not, due to the cost of 
the ingredients.  Best to talk to your supplier to make 
your best move. 

 
All the area clubs have set their racing schedules for the upcoming season.  Hampton Yacht Club has the 
schedule here:  http://www.hamptonyc.com./raceresults/racing.html.  A quick review shows that there’s ample 
opportunity to scratch that racin’ itch.  HYC starts things off with their Wednesday night racing starting April 
1st.  Old Point Comfort starts their Saturday series on the 4th, while BBSA’s Little Creek Wednesday Night se-
ries starts on the 8th and the Willoughby Racers get rolling on Thursday the 9th.  Continuing through the month, 
the Portsmouth Boat Club starts their Friday races on the 17th, the York River Yacht Club starts their Wednes-
day series on the 22nd, and the Norfolk Yacht and Country Club begins their Friday night series on the 24th.  
After work racing is a great way to get started and is a great social event as well.  I strongly encourage every-
one to give it a try this year!   Keep your eyes open on our website for more information on Loretta and my 
“cruise to Willoughby” on April 4-5.  If there’s interest I hope we can put together a fun race and party. 

 
The more serious weekend races will be coming up before we know it.  Our very own Tom Pantelides has al-
ready registered for the Southern Bay Race Week May 29th – 31st.  The field will likely be large for the Down 
the Bay race on May 22-23 as several teams plan to use this race as a “warm-up” for the Annapolis – Bermuda 
race taking place June 5th.  There is a Cruising Fleet for both of these regattas.  Let’s get some Fleet 30 boats 
on the line and let them know that we know a thing or two about getting down the Bay and around the marks!  
(Umm, no engines please!) 

 
Get those “To Do” lists filled out and get the boat ready so you can get to the start line on time and get out 
there and race! 

 

 
      Andy  
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VA - HAMPTON ROADS - ELIZABETH RIVER/SEWELL POINT/W ILLOUGHBY BAY -U.S. NAVY RESTRICTED 
AREAS 

Mariners are reminded that the area in the vicinity of the U.S. Naval Station Norfolk, from the Elizabeth River Channel Lighted 
Gong Buoy 5 (LLNR 9470) to the Elizabeth River Channel Lighted Buoy 11 (LLNR 9525) and along the south side of Willoughby 
Bay, is a RESTRICTED AREA.  This OFF LIMITS AREA is depicted  in the color magenta on the below listed charts. Unauthor-
ized vessels entering this RESTRICTED AREA may encounter USE OF FORCE procedures by patrolling security vessels. Boaters 
are requested to remain in the marked channel clear of shipping while transiting the Norfolk Harbor Reach. Naval Station Norfolk 
Security can be contacted via VHF-FM channel 14. Charts: 12245, 12253,12256 & 12206. 

 

NAUTICAL CHART UPDATES  

The National Ocean Service (NOS) has moved and expanded the function of its “critcorr” website. The new “Nautical Chart Up-
dates” website allows the mariner to update their nautical charts from one database that includes information from NOS, and NGA 
Notice to Mariners, the Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners and the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners. To access the web-
site and for more information go to: and click on: http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov. 

 

MD- VA - DC- POTOMAC RIVER - WOODROW WILSON BRIDGE-  PROPOSED CHANGE TO OPENING REQUIRE-
MENTS 

Mariners are advised that the Coast Guard proposes to change the regulations governing the operation of the new Woodrow Wilson 
(I-95) Bridge, at mile 103.8, across the Potomac River between Alexandria, VA, and Oxon Hill, MD. This proposal aims to balance 
the number of required bridge openings based on the projected use by vehicular and marine traffic needs. The proposal would perma-
nently maintain the drawbridge in the closed-to-position each day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Comments on this proposal should be for-
warded to the above address attention (dpb) no later than March 26, 2009. A copy of Public Notice 5-1136, which describes the pro-
posal in detail, can be obtained by writing to the address above or by calling (757) 398-6222. Chart: 12285 & 12289. 

 

VA – CHESAPEAKE BAY – HAMPTON ROADS - THIMBLE SHOAL  LIGHT – AIDS TO NAVIGATION CHANGE 

The Coast Guard is soliciting for comments on a proposal to reduce the nominal range from 20NM to 18NM and discontinue the 
sound signal on Thimble Shoal Light. Discontinuing the sound signal will remove a substantial electrical load and its removal is not 
anticipated to adversely affect navigation safety. Comments on the proposal to discontinue the horn and reduce the nominal range 
can be  email to: Albert.L.Grimes@uscg.mil 

In your comments, please address the impacts these proposed changes may impose on your operations. Please also include in your 
correspondence the means you are using to navigate in the area of Thimble Shoal Light and any electronic sensors used while trav-
ersing the waters of Chesapeake Bay. Charts: 12221, 12245. 

 

VA - ELIZABETH RIVER - EASTERN BRANCH - MOSELEY CRE EK - BROAD CREEK - NEW BRIDGE CONSTRUC-
TION  

Mariners are advised that Skanska USA Civil Southeast Inc. (the contractor), on behalf of Hampton Roads Transit (the bridge 
owner), will begin construction of the new double-track light rail project across Broad Creek from Brambleton Avenue to Newton 
Road located in Norfolk, VA. There will be a crane barge, material barges and a tug boat to support the new bridge construction 
which is parallel with the Interstate 264 Bridge that spans Broad Creek. Demolition of the existing railroad trestle is the first activity 
scheduled to begin on May 27, 2008. Pile driving, concrete construction and girder setting will continue through March 2009. The 
work will not block the Broad Creek channel. Mariners should exercise caution when transiting the area. Chart :12253. 

 

VA – ATLANTIC INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY (AIWW), SOUTHER N BRANCH OF THE ELIZABETH RIVER TO 
THE ALBERMARLE AND CHESAPEAKE CANAL - BRIDGE CLOSUR E 

Mariners are advised that the Norfolk Southern #7 Railroad Bridge, at AIWW mile 5.8, across the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth 
River in Chesapeake VA, will be closed to vessels to complete structural repairs beginning at 5 a.m. until and including 11 p.m. each 
Sunday on February 1, February 8, March 1, March 8, April 5, April 12, May 3 and May 10, 2009. At all other times, the drawbridge 
will operate in accordance with the operating drawbridge regulations set out in Title 33 Code of Federal Regulations Part 117.997(e). 
Mariners should adjust their transits accordingly. Chart: 12253. 

�
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 Willoughby Harbor Marina at Sailtime Sailing Center  
(Located at east end of the HRBT at 1525 Bayville Street, Norfolk, VA 23503)  

Register with DAWANA JENNINGS 424-4449 OR Dawana.jennings@gmail.com  
 
 

February 25th: Sailing/Racing –Dave Wilbar – Sailtime to discuss sail trim and tech-
niques to get your boat traveling at optimum speed and balance. 

March (TBD): CPR Certification  – Norfolk General Hospital/Virginia Beach Fire Dept 
– Frank Lilley, VBFD - Classes still being coordinated but will probably be held near 
Station # 10 – Kempsville area of Virginia Beach 


 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
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Fleet 30 wishes to express our sincere condolences to the 
family and friends of Mary Jane Bunch (Bay 
Paws).  Mary Jane passed away October 21, 2008 at the 
young age of 56.  She lived in Richmond and kept her 
vessel (Bay Paws) at Joy's marina in Hampton near her 
friend (and his boat), Tom White.  She attended many 
Fleet functions during her membership with us.  She was 
a very loving and caring individual and will be missed by 
many. 
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It was the dark ,cold, and dismal 
night of Jan 14, 2008. Dessert 
First, our treasured catamaran, was 
headed for Davie Jones Locker . 
Cold, dark , Chesapeake brine was 
filling her  softly and ( as they say)  
“If not for the courage of our fear-
less crew, the “minnow would  be  
lost”. 

  It seems that Debbie and I (she 
protests her inclusion in this affair)  
left the seacock for the heat system 
open after our  routine inspection 
the weekend before. A slow leak  in 
the filter started   to fill our port 
hull. By the time we figured it out 
we had about a foot of water down 

the whole thirty five feet, about six 
inches above the floorboards. 
My special thanks go out to Mike 

Gulla Sr. , who while  obviously 
hiding from chores at home , was  
hanging out on his boat  Island Girl 
, and spotted Dessert First’s mast 

cocked at an  odd angle .He then 
started the calling tree. He ulti-
mately had to call his son,. Mike Jr, 
in Arizona to get my son Michael’s 
phone # in  Virginia so they could 
get Debbie’s phone number in 
Hampton, because I had let my 
phone at home that day!! (It’s a 
complicated story!)  Other key 
players that were actually headed to 
our boat even before we arrived 
were Chandler Clark, (Chessie) 
Robbie Bock, (Diva) Kerry 
May,(Arrimar )and Jennings Lyon, 
(Veritas) 
Lucky for us there was no major 
damage. Just a lot of wet carpet. 
The water was pumped out in a 
matter of hours and  we will have 
some heavy duty carpet shampoo 
work ahead, but no  mechanical or 
electrical repairs. Everything that 
got  wet was  either carpet or fiber-
glass. 
 Once again, thanks to all my 
friends in Fleet 30   !!!! 
. 
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10 foot Walker Bay Rigid Inflatable Dingy with trailer. In-
cludes foot pump, oars and oarlocks, raised deck, and patch 
kit. 
List Price New  
Boat:     $ 1199 
PVC Tube Kit:    $   999 
Trailer:   $   500 
Total:   $ 2598 
 
Your Cost   $   885  
 
 
Contact Andy (s/v Coriolis) at 757.581.2082 

 Weems & Plath Navigation Set, $50.00 
 
 
 
 

Weems & Plath  7”  Brass Ships Bell $75.00 
 
Contact John Szarek 757-357-2740 
 

FOR SALE $200 

ACHILLES INFLATABLE DINGHY MODEL # SPD-2FLHJ 

INFLATED SIZE 9'2" X 4'1"   2 AIR CHAMBERS    3-4 PERSON  

6 HP RECOMMENDED MAX  INFLATABLE & WOODEN SEATS 2 OARS 

TOW LINE     REPAIR KIT     FOOT PUMP 

EXCELLENT CONDITION - ALWAYS STORED INSIDE HOME 

  

CALL ERIC FEE AT  757 723-5860  HOME OR  757 876-5148  CELL  
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HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER 
136 COLUMBIA AVE, HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23669 
757 723-5860 HOME, ERIC FEE 

 

Victorian with beautiful craftsmanship throughout 
2 blocks from Hampton yacht club (close by to sunset dry storage, Bluewater marina, customs 
house marina and joys marina) 
walking distance to downtown Hampton 
views of public park, corner lot, quiet street, safe neighborhood 
2600 sq ft approx 
4 bedroom (3 room master bedroom suite) 
3 full baths – master bath with large garden bathtub and separate shower 
living room with built-in book cases and wood fireplace 
dining room 
family room (large with enough space for home office) with gas fireplace 
remodeled kitchen with Palladian window, eating bar and dining area 
hardwood and ceramic floors throughout 
fireplaces – 1 wood and 1 gas 
all appliances, window treatments, plantation shutters, ceiling fans convey 
gas heat with boiler and bonus gas-pack, central air-conditioning, 2 zones 
first floor laundry room 
walk-in hardwood floored attic 
recently painted interior and exterior 
new roof over family room 
sun / hobby room 
front and rear stairwells 
new light fixtures 
new plumbing fixtures 
wood deck off family room with sliding glass doors 
fenced in back yard with concrete aggregate patio 
storage shed / work shop – very large 
beautifully landscaped yard 
storm windows 
concrete basement 
 
Asking price $439,000 
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It has been a month of trial and error in many ways.  I have received a surprising amount of feedback regard-
ing the first newsletter.  I would like to thank each and every one of you as this is your newsletter, and your 
input will adjust what we for a newsletter.  One change this month is that the Birthdays are no longer listed on 
the calendar.  With the number of people in the club now, there is no reasonable way  to fit 3-4 names on many 
of the dates.  When I do, either the calendar is 2 pages or the print is too small to read.  I have instead included 
the cruise captian’s contact information so you can contact them if you are going on the cruise.  
CRUISE CAPTIANS, Please send in information about your event so we can publish it in the newslet-
ter. 
 
The newsletter has not been the only project that I have been working on.  I have started building the new elec-
tronics for Magical Dreamer.  I purchased the chart plotter, navpod, and gps sensor.  I figured it would be a 
smart thing to bench build everything before I took it to the boat.  This is the smartest thing I have ever done.  I 
opened all the boxes and started to hook everything up.  After many phone calls and another shipment of parts, 
I now know everything you need to setup and configure both low speed and high speed NMEA 2000 networks.  
Everything is wired up so time to flick the switch.  Hey everything works.  (Not the first time, or the second, or 
the third….) So I am ready to cut the navpod.  Well this is the reason for my title, NEVER trust a manufac-
turer’s measurements!  The navpod was 1/8 of an inch too shallow, I only was able to determine this after cut-
ting the opening.  I must say that if it was not winter the flowers would have wilted from my response to this 
problem after the learning process for designing a low speed NMEA 2000 network.  The silver lining was 
when I called Ocean Equipment to see if they had a shim that I could purchase.  Well the don’t, but they were 
kind enough to send me a pod that would fit for no additional charge.   I could not believe the wonderful sup-
port they gave.   I now have the new pod and the chartplotter is installed attached to the pedestal sitting in my 
office.  So I am writing this so everyone will know Ocean Equipment provides very good customer support. 
 
Any of you have a support story to share?  We all could benefit from knowing companies worth doing busi-
ness with. 
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March 2009 
Fleet-30 Hampton Roads Calendar 

April 2007 
Fleet-30 Hampton Roads Calendar 
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